Exercise number 1

Read the extract and mark the point where the poet starts imagining a possible alternative to the desolate land in front of him. 

The poet imagines a possible alternative to a desert landscape in line number 16.
Exercise number 2

a) What kind of landscape is described in lines 1-15? Identify its key aspects and say how many times they are repeated.
The landscape described in lines 1-15 is deserted. Its key aspects are the rocks and the lack of water. These terms are repeated many times: we find the word “rock” nine times and other words to say “lack of water” eight times.
b) What kind of landscape is described in lines 16-29? The landscape described in lines 16-29 is a fertile landscape.

c) Compare the two landscapes. What do they have in common? In both landscapes we find rocks.

d) Comment on the sound quality of the words which characterise the two landscapes.
When the poet talks about the desert landscape he uses words which most of them have hard letters, like “r” or “ck”. These sounds convey the idea of something heavy. On the contrary the fertile landscape is characterised by sounds that recall something quiet, like sound of water.
Exercise number 3

Consider the layers of meaning that the word water acquires as the poem progresses. Note down the denotation and connotation/s of waters. Then identify the meaning of the water symbolism in the extract.

Denotation: in the first stanza the poet says that there is no water, there’ s a lack of water, there is only desert. In the second stanza the poet imagines some water and the sound it makes. At the end he goes back to reality and says that water is absent.

Connotation: in the first stanza the scarcity of water means sterility, and so in the desert we find nothing, only rocks and plants that can live with very less water. After the poet imagines water he speaks about spring, so about regeneration.
Exercise number 4

Concentrate on the choice of words made by the poet. Which words in the text would be regarded as conventionally “unpoetic”?
The words are:

1. carious teeth

2. sweat

3. mudcracked

4. sterile

Exercise number 5

Look at the metre, rhythm and layout of the extract.

1. Is it written in regular metre? No.

2. Can it be split into regular stanzas? Yes it could be.

3. How do the rhythm and the layout complement the key aspects of the two landscapes? When the poem talks about the desert landscape the rhythm is slow. We find many times the sound “r”. The stanza in which T. S. Eliot talks about rocks, is much bigger than the one in which the poet talks about a fertile land recalls idea of “heavy”.
